INDIAN   THINKING
selves, many of us would find that we, also, are to blame,
Iii^fact, it may be repeated that the Indian mind, if we
examine it more closely, seems to be fundamentally the
-same as our own, and his faults are ours, although in differ-
ent proportions. A Scottish Calvinist is annoyed by belief
in Kismet, although he believes almost exactly the same
thing himself.
A characteristic of India which is often amusing is the
habit of going the long way round to get a thing done.
When an Indian comes to call on me, it may, of course, be
a polite call or an expression of friendliness or gratitude.
It may, however, be that species of gratitude which is an
expectation of favours to come. But at first there is no
.means of telling. Even if he has come on important
business, or for a definite purpose, such as the all-too-
common request for a letter recommending himself or one
of his relations for a job, this purpose will never be divulged
until he is just about to leave. Polite conversation,
inquiries about health and family, talk about politics and
the weather ; half an hour of these may lead one to believe
that the caller is friendly or grateful; and then, just as he
is leaving, there will come the " by the way, could you give
me a letter to the Postmaster-General ? My son is a very
deserving case, and if you give me a letter he will certainly
get a job?* The real business is always the last thing to
be talked about, and as often as not it is never mentioned
to me at all, but my wife is separately approached and asked
to do all she can to influence me to do whatever it may be
that our friend wishes to be done.
An English friend of mine once made a discovery in Ms
^ house of a pile of post cards. Thinking them to be for
him, he started reading them, but soon found they were
not for him but about him. It was, I fear, too much for
his curiosity, and he continued to read them. The post
cards had been written to a man who had that very day
come up to apply for a job in his firm, leaving these post
cards behind by mistake. They consisted of bulletins
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